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Welcome! 

 

 
Southwest Missouri Amateur Radio Club     http://www.smarc.org 
 
P.O. Box 11363 Springfield, MO 65808       PH: 417-886-4152 

Editor's Corner . . .  

 

Hello everyone,  
 
The Annual Chili Dinner went well last month. We had plenty of goodies to eat. Many thanks to 
everyone that pitched in and made it a success yet again! We had our choice of chilies and some 
chicken soup that was quite good, as well a nice selection of sides and desert – yum!  
 
Then came our Big Show-N-tell, which is always interesting. Roger set up a new transceiver which 
we hooked up to the Red Cross G5RV and a manual tuner. This was fun to play with! It was a good 
opportunity to get some hands-on time with one of the newer Yaesu (SP?) rigs. Lance also brought 
in new transceivers for us to google and Bill brought in an old 85 lb. Army transceiver (which is still 
regular issue) which reportedly came from the mid-east. It had been shot at more than once!  
 
There were also a few smaller kits, dummy loads, antenna tuner tuners, and things like this. Again 
the discussion of whether an antenna tuner tunes an antenna came up, as did the semantics of 
what such a device should properly be named. Good discussion, and hopefully everyone learned a 
little something too! (Read “Reflections II” by w2du to answer the tuning question.) 
 
Inside this issue you’ll find information on two bills affecting antennas/towers in Missouri – these 
bills would provide amateurs some protections akin to the federal PRB-1. I think it is a little on the 
weak side because it doesn’t specify any height below which an amateur tower/antenna is to be 
permitted, but we have to start somewhere. We can always later attempt to have the law revised. 
The hope is it’ll be considered non-partisan, and be allowed to pass without dispute. Obviously to 
help matters the reader should contact the members of the committee to which it has been 
referred and ask they put it to the floor for a vote, and let your elected officials know you wish this 
to be passed to law.  
 
There are a number of folks that have been practicing CW (in true CW mode as opposed to FM) 
most weeknights around 7 to 7:30 PM, and occasionally on the weekends too. Tune up to 144.100 
and listen in and / or participate. They will slow down for new comers, or old hands that haven’t 
played with CW for many years. The normal speed is usually somewhere around 10 wpm. They are 
running vertically polarized antennas (verticals, not dipoles). You can certainly listen for them with 
your dipole, just remember their signal will down about 20dB due to cross-polarization.  
 
This month (February) our guest is Don McCroskey wa0gvh, RACES coordinator for Greene county. 
He will give us a talk on Homeland Security and the roles of RACES/ARES, and specifically how 
Greene county is stepping up our level of preparedness. This should be an interesting session and 
anyone wishing to know more about how amateur radio serves our community should attend. Bring 
along a friend too!   
 
                                                                                                                                         -73 de Erik, n0ew 
 

 
   Upcoming Events – Write Them in Your Calendar!   

If you hear of an event not listed, please let me know about it! 
 
 Feb. 16th   SMARC Meeting – Homeland Security/RACE/ARES in Greene Co. 

March 1    Russellville, AR  http://www.cswnet.com/~arvarf/hamfest.htm  
 March 15th   SMARC Meeting – QRP Club giving presentation on low-power 

March 19-20  Tulsa, OK, Hamfest, http://www.greencountryhamfest.org/  
Apr. 10th   Joplin Hamfest AND Large Missouri Emergency Training Event 

 Apr. 19th   SMARC Meeting – RFI, by Mike Rains k0rfi (no pun intended!) 
 Apr 30-May 1  Lebanon Hamfest, plan now! http://home.earthlink.net/~wb9m/
 May 15    Hamfest Nevada, MO, “Anti-Dayton” – Will have D&L Antenna 
 Aug. 15    Salina, KS, Hamfest, http://www.qsl.net/ckarc 
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Attendance:  
Erik Weaver n0ew   Bill Chambers n0mbw Lee Shafer w0tls  Lance Riffle kc0kbl    
Ken Baremore w0krb  Mike Rains k0rfi   Roger Grable n7ixl  Louise Buck kb0vkv   
Matthew Elliff kc0qjj  Canson Elliff kc0qji Jim Baremore k5qq Tim Mielke kc0lnw 
Dick Higinbotham k0gl  Sue Baremore w0sue Bill Harmon wb0onm Joan Gentry n0udy  
Jerry Gentry wa0h  Woodie Moore w0ody Sally Moore k0sem JR Duncan n0rlp 
DM McClanahan aa0vc  Mark Snyder kc0rkw 
 
Business Meeting & Announcements:  
 
The Treasure’s Report was given to the membership. There were no minutes from the informal December meeting.  
 
From the February Board Meeting:  
 
The board would like the membership to approve a motion that would allow the eldest member of the club (as of 
January 1st each year) a free membership. We think this will serve as a nice little show of appreciation and respect to 
the club’s most senior member each year. So please give this some thought and we’ll take a vote at the meeting.  
 
Interested in practicing CW in FM mode, such as with your HT? We are going to put together an order for a kit to 
allow just this. It includes a PC board, PDF instructions, and of course the components. You will need a soldering 
gun/iron/pencil, solder, small screwdriver and wrenches (or needle nose pliers). Desoldering wick is also handy to 
have (RatShack has it for a dollar or two).  
 
We would like to know if members are interested in forming a Radio Interference Committee. If so, please either 
contact Mike k0rfi or bring it up at the meeting.  
 
It seems that it is time to have a meeting focusing upon actually making something. But What? We would like to 
have some input from the membership as to what you’d like to do. In the past we’ve made 2-meter antennas of 
different types. Simple kits of various types are another possibility. Please, think about this and bring some ideas to 
the meeting that we can all kick around. 
 
We would also like to know if any members are willing to be cited as points of contact on various subjects so they 
can be contacted by fellow hams that are having trouble with that aspect of our diverse hobby/service. Contact 
information would be posted on the club’s web site and occasionally the newsletter.  
 
Skywarn Spotter Training Meeting:  
 
Tuesday evening 2-10-04 about 50 or 60 people met in the City Utilities auditorium for annual NWS Spotter Training. 
Those in attendance ranged from local fire and law enforcement to hams and the general public. A few people 
expressed interest in becoming hams. Ken and Sue set up a nice display highlighting a number of recent activities of 
SMARC and ARES: work at the American Red Cross’ radio room and tower, MS-150 Bike Tour, and the Wilson’s Creek 
special event station were all featured.  
 
The National Weather Service (NWS) presentation was very good and included audio/visual on actual storms, 
including a couple interesting videos from last May’s major tornado event. An impressive set of graphics were 
included. These clearly outlined the typical formation of a variety of storms, and were very educational.  
 
In all the meeting lasted about two hours. This was the first Spotter Training meeting I have attended and I learned 
quite a bit both about the generation of storms and storm warnings issued by the NWS. It was interesting to watch a 
video, see the rain-drenched downdraft area, see the hail falling on those taking the video (beginning with 
excitement of pea sized hail and ending with near-tears of golf ball hail destroying their vehicle) all the while 
knowing the next part of the storm to move through their area could produce a tornado. That would certainly spice 
up their video, but we’ll never know because they stopped shooting! Another video showed a tornado approaching at 
first from quite a distance, and ultimately showing very clearly the bits of roofs and other debris knocking around 
their backyard in small eddy currents until they finally bolted for the basement. They ran just before the tornado 
blasted through the houses across from their backyard (heading for them). Great video!  
 
Please note that Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM is the Skywarn Training Net on the 145.49 repeater. During the net 
the tone is turned off. This is also the frequency you should listen to anytime severe weather threatens.  As was 
pointed out during the meeting, every 10 to 15 minutes an update provided by the NWS is read on the air. This net 
normally provides more information, more accurate information, and certainly more timely information than you’ll 
find on the local television or radio stations. It is the best source of information concerning in-bound storms.  
 
Another good source of information is the Internet. The easy URL to remember is “www.weather.gov” and then click 
on the link for SW Missouri. Here is the full & direct URL for our local NWS office: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/sgf/  
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Reggie McElhannon spoke to us at the November meeting about how we would go about 
getting a PRB-1 bill introduced in Missouri. PRB-1 is a federal code that states government 
legislation must reasonably accommodate amateur radio antenna structures.  
 
We have received the following email from him, and the document referred to below has been 
reproduced in the newsletter for your information. As with the other bill, communicating with 
your elected officials can make a huge difference in whether the bill gets to the floor for a 
vote or is quietly swept away.  
 
If you have any questions about either bill, Woody w0ody is the club’s point of contact for this 
matter. He is staying in touch with Sen. Champion’s office. He would be the person to speak 
with about such matters as how the introduction of the other bill may affect SB961.  

Fellow Hams, 
 

State senator Norma Champion has introduced our tower bill in the MO senate.  SB961. 
http://www.senate.mo.gov/04info/pdf-bill/intro/sb961.pdf>http://www.senate.mo.gov/04info/pdf-
bill/intro/sb961.pdf 

 
At this point they are trying to get it passed by consent without debates, etc.  They will keep me 
informed. 

 
73, Woodie, w0ody 

 
 

This is from senator Champion’s assistant: 
 

Woody, 
 

Here is the update on amateur radio. After researching, the senator filed SB 961 on January 7. The 
reason for the specific wording of this bill is so she can request that the bill be passed consent. This 
should enable us to have a much easier time getting it passed. 

 
Yesterday, the bill was assigned to committee, but it may have been inadvertently assigned to the 
wrong committee, I'm checking on this with the Secretary of the Senate's office. 

 
Finally, Senator Russell also filed similar legislation (SB 947) but in checking with his office he is 
diverting to the wording in our bill. 

 
Please let me know if you have any questions. I will be requesting a hearing for the senator as soon 
as I receive clarification on the assigned committee. 

 
Thanks again, 

 
Reggie McElhannon  
rmcelhannon@mail.senate.state.mo.us 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
http://www.house.state.mo.us/bills041/bills/hb822.htm 

 
    Summary of the Introduced Bill 
    HB 822 -- Amateur Radio Antenna Regulations 
    Sponsor:  Luetkemeyer 
     

This bill prohibits political subdivisions from enacting or enforcing any ordinance that does not 
comply with the limited preemption of the Federal Communications Commission Amateur Radio 
Preemption order.  Any ordinance relating to the placement, screening, or height of an amateur  
radio antenna based on health, safety, or aesthetic considerations must reasonably 
accommodate amateur communications and be of minimal practicable regulation. 
 
http://www.house.state.mo.us/bills041/bilsum/intro/cpyright.htm  
Copyright (c) Missouri House of Representatives 
The above has been taken from the aforementioned web site so you can read the text 
yourself. The rest of this page is from an email sent out by Dale Bagely, Missouri ARRL 
Section Manager, including a sample letter:  

I received from John C. Baremore, KC0CRO the following information. Please send a letter or e-
mail your state representative and those on the Committee expressing your support for HB822.  
Please don't put it off because if you do, you probably will not get around to it later. 
The Antenna BILL has reach the Communications, Energy & Technology Committee and it is up 
to them if it to pass or let sit and die. So far only 21 letters have been received by Rep. Rex 
Rector I understand. A U.S. mailed letter to him would be very beneficial. If you need to get the e-
mail address of your representative or that of the committee you can use the link below.  Follow 
the directions given. http://www.senate.state.mo.us/zipcode/leg_lookup.htm 
Should you want to look at a copy of HB822 go to the next link and type in its number. 
http://www.house.state.mo.us/jointsearch/ 

Rep. Rex Rector, Chairman 
Communications, Energy & Technology Committee 
Missouri House of Representatives 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

The following Representatives are also on the committee and we need to write or call them: 

Ed Emery,  Randy Angst, Walter Bivins, Jerry Bough, Richard Byrd,  Margaret Donnelly,  Gary 
Dusenberg,  Thomas George, Chuck Graham,  Thomas Green,  Robert Hilgemann,  Steve 
Hunter, Paul LeVota,  Jen’ee Lowe,  Ronnie Miller,  Charles Schlottach, Jim Viebrock, Gina 
Walsh,  Philip Willoughby,  Kevin Wilson 

Re: HB 822 – Local Amateur Radio Antenna Ordinances 

Dear Sir:  

I would appreciate your support for this bill and if you would schedule this bill for hearing at your 
earliest convenience. Thanking you in advance for your assistance in this matter. 

Best regards, 

<Your Signature> 
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FCC, RELEASE BPL NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING 
 

The FCC appears poised to release a Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
(NPRM) in the Broadband over Power Line (BPL) proceeding. When it 
meets February 12, the Commission is to consider an NPRM 
concerning changes to its Part 15 rules as they apply to so-called 
"access" BPL systems. Last April the Commission issued a Notice of 
Inquiry (NOI) in ET Docket 03-104 
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-03-
100A1.doc> seeking input on possibly amending Part 15 regarding 
new requirements and measurement guidelines for access BPL. 
Issuance of an NPRM would mark the next step in the BPL proceeding. 

 
The BPL NOI has attracted more than 5100 comments. Many within 
the amateur community, including the ARRL and AMRAD 
<http://www.amrad.org/>, have expressed concerns that BPL will 
wreak havoc on the HF amateur bands, since the technology would 
apply high-frequency RF to parts of the power grid. One aspect of the 
NOI was to gather information on potential interference effects on 
authorized spectrum users. 

 
FCC Chairman Michael Powell recently acknowledged interference 
concerns raised by the amateur community and by at least two federal 
agencies: the Federal Emergency Management Agency--now part of 
the Department of Homeland Security--and the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), which 
manages spectrum allocated to government users. "We will continue to 
explore ways to support this technology while protecting services from 
interference," the FCC chairman pledged in a January 14 address to 
the National Press Club. 

 
Last month, US Representative Greg Walden, WB7OCE, called on 
Powell to put off further FCC action in the BPL proceeding until the 
NTIA had released the results of its BPL study and the public has had 
a chance to comment. "I feel that it is important to give the NTIA study 
thorough consideration before proceeding further with BPL technology, 
in view of the importance of avoiding interference to federal 
government HF communications," Walden said January 15 in a letter to 
Powell. An Oregon Republican, Walden is one of two Amateur Radio 
licensees in the US House. 

 
The NTIA has expressed "broad concerns" about BPL's potential to 
interfere with government HF users. Its BPL field work was scheduled 
to wrap up in January, and its observations and conclusions are 
expected to be released sometime during the first quarter of this year. 
The ARRL's own BPL field engineering study is still under way. It will 
explore how BPL might affect HF and low-VHF amateur operation as 
well as how Amateur Radio operation could affect BPL systems. 

 
Additional information about BPL and Amateur Radio is on the ARRL 
Web site <http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/>. To support the 
League's efforts in this area, visit the ARRL's secure BPL Web site 
<https://www.arrl.org/forms/development/donations/bpl/>. 

 
WORLD'S BROADCASTERS JOIN ANTI-BPL CHORUS 

 
A subcommittee of an International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
<http://www.itu.org/> panel of technical experts responsible for 
terrestrial broadcasting issues has joined a growing chorus of concern 
about the interference potential of power line telecommunication (PLT)-
-better known in the US as Broadband over Power Line (BPL). ITU 
Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) Sub Working Group (SWG) 6E1 
expressed the view that interference produced by systems employing 
PLT as well as by Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) equipment 
and short-range devices, would compromise broadcast reception. 
 
"SWG 6E1 is of the opinion that any increase in the amount of noise 
due to these systems is unacceptable," said a statement from the 
group's chairman to the chairman of Working Party 6E (WP 6E). "In 
particular, broadcast services should be protected from unwanted 
emissions from PLT systems," the panel asserted, "as these emissions 
are a byproduct of a system that is not itself a user of the radio 
spectrum." The panel recommended the formation of a group 
representing all users of the radio spectrum "to coordinate 
development of limits to be imposed on the radiation from these 
systems." 
 
WP 6E says it will continue to study the effects of PLT/BPL, ISM  
equipment and short-range devices on terrestrial broadcasting and  

send the results to ITU-R Working Party 1A, which is responsible for 
spectrum engineering techniques. WP 1A is scheduled to meet in 
Geneva October 30 to November 5. ARRL Chief Executive Officer David 
Sumner, K1ZZ, expressed strong support and appreciation for the SWG's 
conclusions and the ongoing efforts of parent Working Party 6E to study 
the issue. "If BPL is a problem for broadcasters," Sumner said, "it's easy 
to see that it would be a disaster for us." 
 
Broadcasters themselves also have exhibited increased concern about 
the potential of PLT/BPL to prevent their signals from reaching listeners. 
The Research and Development branch of the highly regarded British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has released a White Paper 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/rd/pubs/whp/whp067.html> reporting on a brief trial 
in Scotland. The two competing PLT/BPL systems in operation in the 
town of Crieff both interfered with HF reception. Tests were conducted at 
four locations. 
 
"The forms of access PLT that were tested in Crieff were found to have 
demonstrable potential to cause interference to indoor reception of 
broadcasting in relevant bands," the White Paper concluded. Significant 
interference even occurred in one residential area with an underground 
power distribution cable. BBC engineers described the interference as 
varying between "annoying" and "a level sufficient to make the broadcast 
completely unintelligible." Before commercially licensing PLT, the report 
advised, regulators need to undertake further study of other PLT systems 
and, among other issues, look into possible ways to make the PLT 
systems compatible with radio reception. 
 

FEMA SAYS BPL WILL "SEVERELY IMPAIR" 
ESSENTIAL HF OPERATIONS 

 
A proverbial monkey wrench in the works for BPL? Expressing "grave 
concerns" about likely interference from unlicensed Broadband over 
Power Line (BPL) systems, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) told the FCC that BPL could "severely impair FEMA's mission-
essential HF radio operations in areas serviced by BPL technology." 
FEMA responded December 4 to last April's FCC BPL Notice of Inquiry, 
ET Docket 03-104. Now part of the Department of Homeland Security--
the agency said its primary worry is BPL's potential impact on the FEMA 
National Radio System (FNARS) on HF. FNARS is FEMA's primary 
command and control backup medium under the Federal Response Plan. 
 
"FEMA has concluded that introduction of unwanted interference from the 
implementation of BPL technology into the high frequency radio spectrum 
will result in significant detriment to the operation of FEMA radio systems 
such as FNARS," FEMA asserted. "FNARS radio operators normally 
conduct communications with signals that are barely above the ambient 
noise levels." FNARS HF stations, FEMA said, typically are in residential 
areas of the sort that BPL might serve. 
 
As part of the Department of Homeland Security, FEMA's perspectives on 
BPL could carry substantial weight at the FCC, which may issue a Notice 
of Proposed Rule Making as early as February. The FCC's BPL Notice of 
Inquiry has attracted more than 5100 comments--many of them from the 
amateur community. 
 
FEMA said BPL also could render useless such "essential  
communications services" as the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES), the Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) and the Civil Air 
Patrol. FEMA and ARRL last year signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding that focuses on how Amateur Radio may coordinate with 
the agency in disasters and emergencies.  
 
Calling the HF spectrum "an invaluable and irreplaceable public safety 
resource," FEMA said there's no current alternative to HF in terms of 
interfere with and interrupt BPL service, leading consumers not familiar 
with Part 15 to blame licensed radio services. 
 
Concluded FEMA: "The purported benefits of BPL in terms of expanded 
services in certain communications sectors do not appear to outweigh the 
benefit to the overall public of HF radio capability as presently used by 
government, broadcasting and public safety users." 
 
Additional information about BPL and Amateur Radio is on the ARRL 
Web site, www.arrl.org/tis/info/html/plc/. To support the League's efforts in 
this area, visit the ARRL's secure BPL Web site, 
https://www.arrl.org/forms/development/donations/bpl/. 
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                                           Year 2004 
                                             SMARC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

                                               (Southwest Missouri Amateur Radio Club) 
                                              P.O. Box 11363 

                                             Springfield, MO 65808 
SMARC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
  
 Name ________________________________ Call _____________ Date ____________  
 Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 City __________________________________ State ____________ Zip _____________ 
 Home Phone ___________________________ (Other Phone _____________________) 
 License Class ___________________ or _____ Associate member (no FCC license)  
 Email address __________________________ 
 Sponsor (if any)_________________________                          
  
 Check membership level below: 
  
 _______ Single membership is $15.00 per year                     
 
 _______ Family membership is $20.00 per year                     
                 (family members in the same home) 
 
 _______ Newsletter by US Mail, $10.00 Additional Cost  
 
 _______ Newsletter by Email in PDF, Free (also free upon request to non-members)   
 
 I am ______ I am NOT _______ an ARRL Member currently. 
  

Family members who are licensed amateurs: 
 Name:                                                      Call: 
 ________________________________________________________ ______________ 
 ________________________________________________________ ______________ 
 ________________________________________________________ ______________ 
 ________________________________________________________ ______________ 
 ________________________________________________________ ______________ 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 Please bring (or mail) this application form to a monthly meeting and give to the club 
 treasurer/secretary.  Applications must be accompanied by payment of annual dues. 
 
 I would like to donate additional funds for:  Repeater Maintenance  $_________  
        PR/Educational Efforts $_________ 
 

All new membership applications will be granted by the board. 
Revised Nov-2003 

Only for 1st-time membership 
joining after July 1st: 

   
________$  7.50 Single 

 
________$10.00 Family 

 I would like to have my name shared with the various Emergency Preparedness 
 groups in this area. ___________ Yes _________ No 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT:                                             DIRECTOR of PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Lance Riffle, KC0KBL………890-5856    Erik Weaver, n0ew…..…889-4947 
 
VICE_PRESIDENT:                                   DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: 
Open                                                          Lee Shafer, W0TLS ……823-8766 
                                                                    
SECRETARY:                                             DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: 
Chris Smith, KC0GOX………883-6169   Roger Grable, n7ixl ..…..890-7036 
 
TREASURER:                                             All board members may be reached by email at: 
Mike Rains, k0rfi ……..……732-1052                       theircall@smarc.org                     
 

FCC ULS Info: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.html 
Practice Tests: http://www.qrz.com/p/testing.pl 

License Renewals: http://www.qrz.com/i/renewals.html 
New Hams - Search for Your 1st Listing! http://www.qrz.com/new_hams.html 

Congress: http://www.sos.mo.gov/library/reference/feddocs/uscongress/default.asp 
Write Your Rep http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 

Look-up Bills: http://thomas.loc.gov/ 
 

SMARCalling Archive 
http://www.n0ew.org/smarc/SMARCalling/ 

 
SMARCalling is a monthly newsletter published by and for the Southwest 
Missouri Amateur Radio Club, Inc. All submissions for publication must be 
received by the last day of the preceding month. SMARCalling reserves the 
right to edit all submissions for spelling and when necessary length. All 
comments on SMARCalling may be made to editor@smarc.org or US mail.  

                            2004 Board Members . . .                                
Southwest 
Missouri 
Amateur 

Radio Club 
P.O. Box 11363 
Springfield, MO 

65808 
 

PHONE:  
(417)886-4152 

 
E-MAIL: 

smarc@smarc.org 
 

E-MAIL Editor: 
Editor@smarc.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.smarc.org 
 

Public Welcome! 

SMARC 
P.O. BOX 11363 

SPRINGFIELD, MO 
65808 

 

SMARC 
P.O. Box 11363 
Springfield, MO 

65808 

Membership Dues 
Single $15 / year 
Family $20 / year 

 
1st Time - joining after 

July 1st, reduced by 50%


